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Contributor Biographies

Joseph C. Abueg (he/him), a doctoral student in the Special Education Program at the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas, was scheduled to graduate in August 2024. At the time of writing, he was finishing
his dissertation on the experiences of special education teachers recruited from the Philippines who
work in U.S. public schools. As a Northern California-born and raised son of immigrants from the
Philippines and the older brother of a young man with multiple disabilities, his family background
greatly informs his work. Accordingly, his research interests lie at the intersection of disability and
cultural diversity, especially as far as people with disabilities and their families of Asian and Pacific
Island descent in the U.S., its territories, and Canada are concerned. In addition to the article submitted
to this journal, he has co-written about the inclusion of people with disabilities and their families in
cultural discussions and reading interventions for multilingual learners with disabilities. He has also
presented at national conferences. In his spare time, he likes to travel, spend time with family and
friends, and write, as well as explore places he cannot travel to through educational television and radio
programs.

Jay Rey G. Alovera, PhD, graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry at Xavier-Ateneo in
Mindanao, Philippines. Having been exposed to indigenous communities, he pursued his Masters of
Arts in Anthropology and graduated in 2004 under scholarship from the Mindanao Anthropology
Consortium (MAC) which was initiated by the Ford Foundation. He spent the next few years teaching
and doing research with various indigenous communities, government agencies and non-state
organizations on issues such reproductive health, governance, indigenous conflict resolution,
environment, gender and food security, among others. In 2014, he finished his PhD in Sociology at
Xavier-Ateneo under scholarship from the Philippine Council for Population and Development (PCPD)
administered by the Philippine Social Science Council (PSSC). In 2015, he joined the Department of
Sociology of MSU-IIT and became its department chair from 2019-2022.

Neil Arkhe P. Azcuna is an Assistant History Professor at the Mindanao State University—Iligan
Institute of Technology. He has a Master’s degree in History and his field of interests revolves around
urban history, underground subcultures, literature, and the performing arts. Aside from academic work,
he is also a playwright, theatre artist, musician, photographer and is actively involved in cultural work in
the Philippines.

Ann Margarette E. Cagaanan is a researcher, project manager, ethnographer at the Mindanao State
University—Iligan State University, Philippines.

Artchil C. Daug is an Assistant Professor in the Department of History at the Mindanao State
University—Iligan Institute of Technology. He finished his Master of Arts degree in Anthropology in
2017 from the University of San Carlos, Cebu City. He currently specializes in Rizalian studies,
philosophy of history, theoretical Lacanian psychoanalysis, and Zizekian studies.
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Lucero Diaz Valiente is a Guarani scholar currently studying educational technology, cultural studies,
and Native American and Indigenous Studies at Hampshire College.

Wairehu Grant (Ngati Maniapoto) is a musician, artist, and postgraduate researcher based in
Kirikiriroa (Hamilton) Aotearoa (New Zealand). Wairehu’s research and creative work centers on the
creative and ideological crossovers of te ao Maori (the Maori worldview) and DIY punk culture.

Alejandra Jaramillo-Aristizabal is an educator and researcher born in the Andean region of Colombia.
She currently works at Maia Centre for Social Justice and Education leading the Brave Research
programme, and is a co-host of the Popular Convergence network. Ale’s community work and research
seeks to denaturalise the binaries and hierarchies that constitute the colonial matrix. She engages with
young people, youth-led movements and grassroots organisations paying attention to how they contest
colonial inheritances and imagine/embody alternative worlds. Ale is committed to thinking with/standing
with the peoples of Abya Yala (Indigenous Americas) and Moana Nui a Kiwa (Pacific) in hopeful support
of the movements that safeguard the Pluriverse or a world where many worlds can coexist.

Michelle Johansson is a Tongan mother, theatre-maker, educator and activist. She is a Kaiwhakahaere
at Maia Centre for Social Justice and Education, a lecturer at the University of Auckland, the Creative
Director of the Black Friars and she delivers the Master of Community Action and Social Impact for
Ako Matatupu: Teach First NZ. Michelle is a fierce daughter of the Pacific, proud to work alongside
amazing teachers, warriors, storytellers and change-makers to re-story Pasifika, to activate indigenous
knowledges, to grow future leaders and to hold courageous spaces for our young people to walk tall in
all of their worlds.

Yahui Liu is a researcher with a deep interest in the sociocultural dynamics of housing and the impact
of urbanization on marginalized communities in the Global South. Graduating from Hampshire College
with a degree in Architecture and Anthropology, she focuses on exploring the intersection of built
environments and ethnographic ethics, emphasizing the sociocultural interpretation of architectural
practice. Her research highlights community resilience and self-determination within the global
capitalist framework of urbanization and development, aiming to contribute to a more equitable,
inclusive, and sustainable urban future.

Colby Miyose (PhD, University of Massachusetts Amherst) is an Assistant Professor at the University
of Hawai‘i at Hilo in the Department of Communication and the Second Vice-Chair for the Asian
Pacific American Caucus and Communication Studies Division for the National Communication
Association. He is an Asian American and Pasifika scholar who has two areas of expertise, the first
being media studies and its influence on hegemonic ideology and identity formation. His second
concentration being relational communication, ranging from interpersonal communication to family
communication, to conflict and darkside communication. Some of Dr. Miyose’s class offerings include,
Communication in Diverse Society, Interpersonal Communication, Gender and Communication,
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Communication and Popular Culture, Mass Media Analysis, Family Communication, Darkside of
Communication, and Kuleana and Community (a place-based and arts-based course about the people
and places of Hawai‘i Island). Some of his works include, “Eh... You Hawaiian?: Kanaka Maoli and
‘Aina in Hawaii Five-0”, “Ua mau ke ea o ka ‘aina i ka pono: Cultural Appropriation of the Hawaiian
Language in Hawaii Five-0”, and “Unrealistic Weeds of Love and Romance: Galician’s Loves Myths in
‘Flower Boy’ K-Dramas”.

Daniel Pai (he/him) is an international educator and college admissions consultant. He graduated magna
cum laude from New York University with a BA in Social and Cultural Analysis and completed his MA
in American Studies at Columbia University in 2020. Previously, he was a 2020 Fulbright Taiwan
English Teaching Assistant and a 2021 English Teaching Fellow. His research broadly examines the
politics of language, the psychology of race, and settler colonialism with a focus on diasporic youth
identity, racial melancholia, and Indigenous language revitalization.

Dr. Vilma B. Ramos is a well-known faculty member in the academic community. Ramos is actively
involved with the Centre for Indigenous Peoples Education (CIPE) which supports Indigenous students’
academic needs, and acts as a development partner for the Indigenous Cultural Communities (ICCs)/
Indigenous Peoples (IPs) in Nueva Ecija. As importantly, Dr. Ramos works with the College of Public
Administration and Disaster Management which provides opportunities for future public servants and
young people who wish to pursue higher education.

Ashley Romero is an award-winning producer based in Los Angeles, CA, dedicated to amplifying
Filipino stories and supporting Filipino-American creatives. Outside of her work, she enjoys
photography, traveling, and getting lost in a good book.

Noah Romero (Filipinx — llocano/Visaya) is an Assistant Professor of Native American and Indigenous
Studies at Hampshire College in Amherst, MA. He holds a PhD from the University of Auckland in the
fields of Critical Studies in Education and Maori and Indigenous Education.

Bridging Critical Indigenous Studies and Education, Romero’s research examines how dispossessed and
deterritorialized people redefine learning and identity in subcultural contexts, with a focus on
Indigenous and immigrant communities in the U.S., Aotearoa (New Zealand), the Philippines, and the
Philippine diaspora. His first book, Decolonial Underground Pedagogy: Subcultural Learning for Peace
and Human Rights (Bloomsbury) was released in September 2024.

Romero has won awards from UNESCO and the National Endowment for the Arts for projects that
examine the anti-colonial pedagogies found in minority-led punk, skateboarding, and unschooling
subcultures. His work deepens our collective understanding of liberatory learning and appears in
publications like the Oxford University Encyclopedia of Philosophy of Education, Educational Philosophy
and Theory, and the Bloomsbury Handbook of Indigenous Education. (Source: https://noahromero.org/)
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Diane Marie Solis-Loberanes is a graduate of BA History at the Mindanao State University—Iligan
Institute of Technology. She is an artist and currently doing freelance work. She is an avid metal listener,
her music influences started on Bauhaus, Cocteau Twins, Dead Can Dance, Siouxsie and the Banshees,
and during her late teen years transitioned to gothic/symphonic metal. At present, Diane is a mom and a
wife, loves swimming, and recently discovered a newfound pastime watching movies at Mubi.

Lily Tang (she/her) is an educator and non-profit leader. She is the Director of Outreach for the
Commonwealth Seminar, a non-profit that empowers diverse leadership in government. Lily is also an
international educator, having taught in Taiwan for the past 3 years. She was a 2021 Fulbright Taiwan
ETA grantee. Lily graduated from the University of Massachusetts Amherst with a dual degree in
Political Science and Individual Concentration in Global Studies, focusing on Asian and Asian
American Studies. She is also an Advisory Board Member of the UMass Asian & Asian American
Studies Certificate Program (AAASCP). Lily is a radical feminist and believes that we can create a
world free from white supremacy, racism, and capitalism.

Fitzgerald N. Torralba is an Assistant Professor of the Department of Sociology and the Artistic
Director of the Echoes (Resident Cultural Band). Both of his affiliations are in the Mindanao State
University—Iligan Institute of Technology where he finished his Undergraduate study (2016) and Master
of Arts (2020) in Sociology programs. His field of interest includes the teaching and research of the
following topics: New Social Movements, Religion and the Arts.
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