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We wanted to take the opportunity to use this issue of Deakin to showcase some of the
high quality fiction that we would recommend to libraries and parents

5. The authors of the
reviews are librarians or other information professionals, with strengths In children's
\iterature, health libradanship, or both, M

any have children. Most are experienced
reviewers

fven though we had done some pre-sc reening, several of the reviewers
started reviews and then discarded them when the y found that upon close examination,
they could not recommend the books.
The accompanying article describes the larger study that we undertook to thoroughly
feview current children's health fiction. The end products of this re chwere: 1) a
checklist for selection of children's health fiction; 2) a list of readily available works in the
area; 3) this special theme issue of the Deakin, and; 4) a joint exhibit of the reviewed

books, at the University of Alberta's Education and Health Sciences libraries, to
tmn\:h ment the publication of this issue

ned above, it is our hope that an additional benefit of
ommunity awareness of the value of children's health
ometimes a good story Is good medicine
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“Books for centuries have worked as
; silent therapists for untold numbers.
Through hooks, readers can
completely escape into new roles;
@y can vicariously sample \ives
e-styles.

Lia deng l’l'écicu'»‘.
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The Deakin Review of
Children’s Literature is an
electronic quarterly review of
contemporary English-language
materials of interest to children
and young adults. In addition
* book reviews, news, and ? 85
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Katie Smith Milway « Eugenie Fernand:

mi’s Village

Basic Health Care Transformeq

Mimi's Village and Hen Basic Health ¢

Smith Milway, Katie
an Press, 2012, Print

Toronto, ON: Kids
a collection that seeks 1o inspire childrerf f
bal citizens. Based on Katie Smith Milway's experiences working for :

tory 1s set in Western Kenya - a real-world context that is
“Page Nustrations of flora, fauna

15 part of the CitizenK id series,

to be better glot
Aon-profit organizations, the s
vividly supported by Eugenie Fernandes’ colourful full
and village life

pters, this story introduces children to the health challenges
T family: unsafe drinking water, 4 child's life-threatening
illness, and travel through the night to a distant health clinic. As the story develops,
readers begin (o see that smal) steps can radically improve health in the villuge: clean
Wwater, vaccinations and MOsquito nets. Perhaps most mportantly, Mimi's inspirational
role = she asks her father, “ould you build a clinic to0? Maybe then a nurse would
come" ~ demonstrates that children can make meaningful contributions to their
communities. This theme is carried into the book's final seven pages, which include the
story of 8 “real v illage health worker,” as well as concrete suggestions thar answer the

question, “How can you help?”

Told in simple one-page chy
experienced by Mimi and he

he strongest and the title may not inspire child readers
fit from reading this with an adult. These
and the book's

ly improve the

The writing in this book is nor
In addition, younger readers will bene,
shartcomings are, however, fully mitigated by Mimi’s engaging story
WO important messages: simple public health measures will dramatical
lives of many children liv ing throughout the world; and children everywhere can

positively impact their world. This juvenile nonfiction book will make a compelling
additionto any library collection

Recommended: 3 out of 4 sars
Reviewear: Shelagh K. Genuis
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