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The Evidence Summaries in this issue all focus on the domain of collections. Koufogiannakis et al. (2004) 

define this domain as “building a high-quality collection of print and electronic materials that is useful, 

cost-effective and meets the users’ needs” (p. 233). 

 

The sudden need for more robust remote services over the past few years means that many libraries 

shifted their collections to prioritize access to electronic books and journals rather than print materials. In 

this issue, Shen looks at a study on the student perspective on digital resources and Patterson provides an 

appraisal of a study on changing print book usage at an academic library. 

 

There is also an increased awareness of the care that libraries need to take with the cultural heritage 

materials that are entrusted to them. Bussell explores a study about the impact of digitized Indigenous 

knowledge collections on knowledge transmission and cultural identity. 

 

Many libraries are looking at ways to audit their collections to ensure that they reflect the communities 

that they serve and that a diverse range of voices are included. Prince looks at an example from the field 

of architecture, which employs a novel approach to answering this question. 
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Finally, as we work to build collections that are relevant to our users, it is always interesting to find out 

more about what they say they need. Bridgeman explores a study on the role that unfulfilled requests can 

play in collection development. 

 

We hope that you enjoy reading these Evidence Summaries and that they provide both inspiration and 

support for your own evidence based collections work. 
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