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ABOUT THE FRONT COVER

The front cover is a modifed version of a piece called “Whole Brain” by Christopher Madan. Each of the brain
images are artistic adaptations of an MRI if his own brain. Each panel combines both ‘art’ and ‘science’ features,
as the common adage about the left hemisphere being logical and the right being artistic is largely incorrect. (Also,
everyone uses more than 10% of their brain!) Christopher recently finished his Ph.D. in psychology. You can find
out more about Chris’ research on his website: http://www.cmadan.com.

ABOUT THE BACK COVER

The back cover consists of images taken with the 14” telescope at the University of Alberta Observatory. The
images depict the Sun, Saturn, Jupiter, as well as three of the surface of the Moon.

The current observatory was established in the summer of 2011, following the opening of the main CCIS building.
The observatory contains 3 telescopes, each contained in their own dome. The smallest telescope is a 12” telescope
used for public night-time observing. This telescope has been in the Universitys possession since the late 1960’s.
Prior to the CCIS observatory being built, it was located in the old observatory on top of the Fine Arts Building,
and prior to that it was on top of the old Physics building. The medium telescope is a 14” telescope, also used for
public observing. In addition to being used for night-time observing, this telescope can be outfitted with a solar
filter to observe the Sun in visible light during the day. The largest telescope is a 20” research-grade telescope. This
telescope was custom machined by the Department of Physics machine shop. This telescope is intended to be used
for research, including undergraduate research projects.

In addition to research, the observatory is also used for outreach. The observatory currently offers free public ob-
serving on Thursdays, both during the day (for solar observing) and in the evening (for night-time observing) when
the weather is favourable. The observatory’s Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/UofAObservatory) and
Twitter (@UofAObservatory) post updates when the weather looks good for public observing. The observatory is
also used for outreach with Edmonton-area schools, giving students a chance to learn about astronomy, as well as
look at the stars through the telescopes.
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