Interview Guide –Assessing the HIV Disability Questionnaire
Thank you for agreeing to participate in this study.  I am meeting with you to try to get your feedback on the questionnaire items you just completed (or reviewed) related to the disability.  Disability is defined as any symptoms / impairments, difficulties with day-to-day activities, challenges to social inclusion and uncertainty that you may experience living with HIV, its conditions or treatments that can fluctuate on a daily basis and over the entire course living with HIV.  I am interested in learning whether you think the items in this questionnaire adequately capture the types of health related challenges (or disability) that you (or your patients) might experience living with HIV and whether you have any suggestions as to additional items that should be added to the instrument, items that should be removed due to redundancy, and ways to refine the questionnaire to better capture the HIV disability experience. 
Face and Content Validity 
1. What are your overall thoughts on the questionnaire items?

Probes:

How well do you think the items captured the disability you (or your patients) experience living with HIV?

· symptoms / impairments (pain, fatigue, body composition changes)

· difficulties carrying out day-to-day activities (e.g. shopping, meal preparation)

· challenges to social inclusion (e.g. work, personal relationships, parenting)

· uncertainty (e.g. worrying about the future living with HIV)

2. Do you feel there were any items that especially captured the types of disability you (or your patients) experience? (were really good at capturing your (your patients’) disability?)

Probes:


If yes, what were those important questions?

· symptoms / impairments (pain, fatigue, body composition changes)

· difficulties carrying out day-to-day activities (e.g. shopping, meal preparation)

· challenges to social inclusion (e.g. work, personal relationships, parenting)

· uncertainty (e.g. worrying about the future living with HIV)

[If vague can ask participants to identify which items were the really important ones?]
3. Do you feel the response options were sufficient to allow you (your patients) to adequately answer the question to best describe your disability experience? 

Probes:


If yes, what did you like about the response options?


If no, what would you change about the response options?
Item Generation 

4. Do you feel there were any items missing from the questionnaire?

Probes:


If yes, what types of questions would you like to see?

· symptoms / impairments (pain, fatigue, body composition changes)

· difficulties carrying out day-to-day activities (e.g. shopping, meal preparation)

· challenges to social inclusion (e.g. work, personal relationships, parenting)

· uncertainty (e.g. worrying about the future living with HIV)

How might you word those questions on a questionnaire?

Item Wording

5. What do you think about the wording of the questions in the questionnaire?

Item Reduction 
6. Do you think there were any questions that were redundant or repetitive?

Probes:


If yes, what were those questions?

Do you think that these items could be removed from the questionnaire and it still adequately capture your (your patients’) experience?

Ease of Usage

7. What did you think of the length of time it took you (or will take your patients) to complete the questionnaire?

Probes:


Was the time it took to complete the questionnaire too long?


Could you (your patients) have completed a longer questionnaire?

Episodic Nature of Disability

8. a) What do you think about the one week timeframe for capturing fluctuations in health 
related challenges? 
Probes: 
Can you think about what is a good day for you and what is a bad day for you – have you experienced both a good day and a bad day within the last week?  Last 2 weeks? Last month? 
How often do your episodes occur? Do you think that it is possible to capture the episodic nature of disability on this questionnaire?  If so, please explain how this might occur? Timeline – 1 week episodes ups and downs?  2 weeks for the episodes?  Should we ask about the last month for the episodic nature?  How can we capture that in a questionnaire?
Refinements and Title of Questionnaire
9. What do you think the title of the questionnaire should be?  HIV Disability Questionnaire OR HIV Episodic Disability Questionnaire? HIV Health Related Challenges Questionnaire? another title altogether? Should we remove ‘disability’ entirely from the title?
10. Do you have any suggestions on how the questionnaire could be modified to better capture your (your patients’) disability experience?

Overall Purpose of the Questionnaire

11. 
As a person living with HIV, how do you see this questionnaire being used? 
Probes:  In clinical settings? ASOs? By PHAs? Describe.
Overall Impressions / Thoughts After HDQ Completion

12.  What were your overall impressions after you completed the HDQ – how did you feel?  

Probes: Were you overwhelmed?  Uncomfortable?  (trying to get at whether there is something that individuals administering the HDQ should know)

Summary
Do you have anything else you wish to say about the draft questionnaire that you completed today in relation to the way it captures disability?
Do you have any other suggestions on how this questionnaire might be modified to better capture and describe disability experienced by adults living with HIV?
Thank you very much for participating in this interview today.  Your responses will help to 

refine this future measure of disability.

If you feel that today’s discussion has raised any difficult issues for you, or if you wish to pursue support or want to talk more about any of the topics discussed today, feel free to talk to the staff at ___________ for more support.
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