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Arguments
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RESUME
programme d1 aide aPARDA est congu a la fois

techniques de redaction du discours1’apprentissage des
argumente et comme un outil pour analyser 1'effet d'un

sur 1'enseignementdidacticiel interactif
de ces techniques. Son hypothese de base repose sur les

1'enseignement structure etpedagogie:recherches en
oriente vers la production de textes coherents est bien

du discours argumente et aux1’apprentissageadapte e
exigences professionnelles du milieu universitaire.

dialogueguide dansrole d ’ unprend lePARDA un
dispose pour chaque strategicpedagogique oriente. Il

questions appropriees dontargumentative d1un noyau de
il se sert pour guider 1’etudiant a travers les diverses

On estimeetapes de la production d’un texte argumente.
du logiciel, 1’etudiant assimilerabiaisleque, par

questionnement deprocedes deprogressivement les
1'aide de ceensuitemanidre A reproduireles sans

logiciel.

’’intelligent"

comme un



d * informations. LaclassesLe logiciel comporte deux
concepts linguistiques puresrelieepremiere est aux

de plus,(mais, contre,les connecteurs partels que
les strategies discursives (illustrer, prouver,etc) et
etc) . deII sert conceptsrefuter, ces pourse

reconnaitre les liens logiques du texte de I’&tudiant et
pour inferer suitesles questionsde dans un ordre
coherent. deuxidmeLa classe la baseest de
connaissances semantiques pragmatiqueset que nous
estimons indispensables a un traitement "intelligent".

Le choisit d'engendrerprogramme les questions en
fonction de la strategic discursive en cours, en
fonction des phrases (reponses) precAdentes de
1’etudiant, en fonctionet des objectifs de la session
de laboratoire tels que fixes par 1’enseignement.

PARDA comporte un module devaluation de la performance

et done de involution de 1‘etudiant. Il
version a indiquer A 1'etudiant les conceptsactuelle

qu’il manie.

Ce module constitue un outil de recherche ergonomique
ideal puisqu * il historiquesgarde les traces et
quantitatives du cheminement 1'Atudiantde depuis la

jusqu'aurecherche initiale idAes texte final ades
I’intArieur d'une session d'atelier; ainsi que depuis le

sert dans sa
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debut du semestre jusqu’a sa fin.

Pour etudier 1’impact d’un tel logiciel nous proposons

de comparer trois echantillons d’etudiants. Le premier

groupe aura acces au logiciel interactif tout au long du

Le deuxi^me groupe n’aura pas acces a PARDAsemestre.
mais il aura accds aux memes types de questions-guides,

le troisiemeet enfin acces qu'au sujetgroupe n’aura
propose.

Nous pensons qu’avec un tel echantillonnage nous pouvons
distinguer les effets produits techniqueslespar
p&dagogiques de produit 1'utilisation duceux par
logiciel.



The program generates questions based on the 
discursive strategy underway, on the student’s 
previous sentences (responses) and on the objectives 
of the laboratory session, as determined by the 
teacher•
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ABSTRACT
PARDA was conceived both as a program to help in 
learning the techniques of preparing reasoned 
discourse and as a tool for analysing the effect of 
an "intelligent” interactive training package on 
teaching these techniques. The basic hypothesis 
drawn from educational research was that: structured 
instruction directed at the production of coherent 
text is well adapted to learning logical discourse 
and to the professional requirements of the 
university environment.
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PARDA: Program for Assisting in the Preparation of 
Rati onal Discourse

PARDA plays the role of guide in a directed 
instructional dialogue. For each strategy of 
argument it has available a core of appropriate 
questions that it can use to guide the student 
through the various steps in the production of a 
reasoned text. It is considered that, by means of 
the software, the student gradually assimilates the 
processes of reasoning in such a way as to be able 
to reproduce them later without the help of the 
program. The program consists of two classes of 
information. The first is related to pure linguistic 
concepts such as connectors (but, however, moreover, 
etc.) and discursive strategies (to illustrate, to 
prove, to refute, etc.). It uses these concepts to 
recognize the logical links in the student's text 
and to infer the sequence of questions in a sensible 
order. The second class of information is the 
semantic and pragmatic knowledge base that is 
considered indispensable to "intelligent" 
processing.
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We believe that such a sampling will enable us to 
distinguish between the effects of the instructional 
techniques and the effects of using the software.

This program is an ideal tool for research into 
working methods as it records the historical and 
quantitative development of the student's work 
from the initial search for ideas up to the final 
text both within a given workshop session and over 
the length of a semester.

. To study the impact of this software we propose to 
compare three groups of students. The first group 
will have access to the interactive program for the 
whole semester. The second group will not have 
access to PARDA, but will have access to the same 
kind of guiding questions. The third group will 
get only the set subject.

PARDA contains an module for evaluating the 
performance and the development of the student. In 
the present version it indicates to the student the 
concepts that he is using.


