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information is not uniformly accessible throughout the world^ 
Indeed, there are gross inequalities, aggravated by f^ctor^ 
reinforce each other. Countries that lack foreign-exchange 
resources are confronted by rapidly increasing prices for 
journals, particularly secondary journals. Countries that are 
late in applying computers to information processing are 
confronted by increasing commercialization in the supply of data 
bases and software. To achieve a truer measure of equality 
requires not merely that information be delivered, but that the 
capacity to select and process information be improved. Cheap 
satellite communications may perpetuate dependence on a few 
monopolistic sources; cheap minicomputers may permit a much more 
balanced development throughout the world. Microfiches can cut 
the cost of document supply. Aggressive entrepremeurship by 
publishers and data-base suppliers, protected by more rigid 
copyright laws, can hinder the development of less advantaged 
regions of the world.
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les fournisseurs des bases de donn^es, prot€.g€e par des 
r^glementations strictes sur le droit d*auteur, peuvent done 
entraver le d^veloppement des regions du monde les plus d£favoris^es.


