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L'impact des ordinateurs 
bibliothSques et les centres

Dans 1'attente de ces systSmes intel 1igents, les responsables 
des bibliotheques et centres de documentation ne devraient 
pas se demander: «Qu’est-ce que les ordinateurs de cinqui£- 
me generation apporteront aux bibliotheques et aux centres 
de documentation?)), mais plutot: «Que desirons-nous que 
soient devenus ces bibliotheques et centres de documentation 
lorsque les systSmes de cinquieme generation seront dispo- 
nibles?))

de cinquieme generation sur les 

de documentation.

Depuis quarante ans, on a fait de nombreuses predictions au 
sujet des systSmes d'ordinateur qui seraient «intel1igents», 
capables d'organiser les donnees, de proposer des solutions 
et de prendre des decisions sans aucune intervention humaine.

Ce document donne un apercu des systSmes de cinquieme gene­
ration et de leur impact possible sur les bibl iotheques et 
centres de documentation.
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- handle both documents and facts;
- represent a body of knowledge and improve on 

that representation through use;
- use heuristics to solve problems;
- automatically improve its performance through 

learning techniques such as feedback;
- network users for both knowledge input and 

retrieval;
- negotiate the user query.

systems exhibit some of the 
there are no systems which have 

capabilities. Fifth-generation 
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capabilities and possibly
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Almost forty years ago, Vannevar Bush recognized 
the basic processes of information retrieval could 

be reduced to machine processes and the effect that this 
might have on the storage and retrieval of information 
(Bush, 1945). Twenty years later, Licklider 
characterized the computer-based library of the 
as being able to:

ON LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICES

Although current 
above characteristics, 
all of the above 
computers, however, will be 
able to provide the above 
more .

THE IMPACT OF FIFTH-GENERATION COMPUTERS

These intelligent systems are no longer merely 
wishful thinking of a few farsighted individuals, 
time frame for delivery of fifth-generation systems 
the mid 1990's although commercial products 

incorporating various features of these sytems will be 
in the market place by 1985 (Schefter, 1983)• As the 
potential impact of such systems on library and 
information services is profound, planning for their use 
should begin now, not after the systems are already 
ava ilable .
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Typical of the fifth-generation inference systems 
will be expert systems which should not only be able to 
translate fluently between languages, but should be able 
to automatically organize the contents of documents 
into knowledge bases. Expert systems will make use of 
these knowledge bases to provide consultative services 
to both subject specialists and to the general public.

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIFTH^GENERATION SYSTEMS
characteristics these machines will 

exemplified by the three broad targets of 
Fifth-Generation Computer Systems project, 
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The knowledge 
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the MYCIN system 
in this instance the data on a 
Patient data are stored as 

<attribute-object-value> triples, as shown in figure 2.

IF the infection is meningitis
AND organisms were not seen 

in the stain of the culture
AND the type of infection

may be bacterial
AND the patient has been seriously burned 

THEN there is suggestive evidence that 
pseudomonas aeruginosa is one of the 
organisms that 
the infection.

Expert systems usually consist 
components, the knowledge base with 
inference structure, and the database, 
the two it is possible to enlarge the database or change 

of the database without having to change the

The knowledge 
represented in the 
IF...THEN nature, 
system, used in the selection of antibiotics for 
patients with severe infections, is given in figure 1. 
Assuming that there is suggestive evidence of 
pseudomanas aeruginosa as in the example, this knowledge 
would then be used as the predicate for another 
IF...THEN rule which may suggest a treatment.

computers. These systems are limited by lack of 
internal memory, lack of processing speed, and lack of a 
universal knowledge base. The lack of memory and 
processing speed should be rectified by the fifth­
generation computers, after which it will be feasible to 
build larger, more complex knowledge bases.
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Most current library and information systems can 
be depicted as having a centralized database accessed 
from two separate sides; the administrative side and the 
user side. This is particularly true of library systems 
which, for the most part, have been designed by 
librarians for librarians. The user side of such 
systems have far less scope than the administrative.
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If the fifth-generation computer projects deliver 
systems with capabilities fulfilling the stated 
there will be a profound change in the manner in 
we access and use data.

The very fact that these systems 
’'intelligent” will require them to be well 
Procedures regarding database maintenance 
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determine who has access to what knowledge base as 
as what system has access to what data and to 
knowledge base. Maintenance procedures determine 
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