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In this study, I will describe how a teacher librarian collaborated with English department 

teachers to help students make foreign (English) language presentations. The teacher 

librarian and English department teachers shared the same goals, resulting that students got 

different helps in the school. This collaboration derived from a previous collaboration of 

English Extensive Reading that the Meiji University Meiji High School Meiji Junior High School 

library did with the English Department. 

 

Meiji University Meiji High School holds English presentation contests every year. Students 

must make a five minute presentation in English. The presentation is judged by their English 

skills, contents and general impression. This means that finding good and relevant topics and 

making a logical presentation is more essential than just giving a good ‘English speech’.   

 

Finding English references and preparing a five minute presentation is a high requirement for 

Japanese High School students. Therefore, English department teachers and the teacher 

librarian need to work together to aid the struggling students.   

 



There are over 6,000 English books in the school library but they are mostly fiction which 

means students need to find ideas and references not just in books but from other sources and 

in both Japanese and English. This is where the teacher librarian is needed.   

 

The teacher librarian taught the students how to use the newspaper databases which the 

school has prepared in the school library. Two famous online newspaper databases (Asahi 

Kensaku-kun, School Yomidasu) are very helpful for students. These online newspaper 

databases provide both Japanese and English articles. From these, the students also learn 

useful phrases and terms that can be used for the presentations.   

 

Then in class, the English department teachers teach students how to prepare their 

presentations, such as making outlines, writing speech scripts and making power point slides. 

The teacher librarian supports students individually out of the class in the library.   

 

To allow the students to get smooth help both in the classroom and the library, it is important 

for the teacher librarian and the English department teachers to have frequent meetings. Both 

the teacher librarian and the English department teachers must know the purpose of the 

research, find out what is needed and what can be provided in the library and the deadline of 

each stage.  

 

This collaboration enabled students to find a wide range of topics, getting better resources and 

think deeply about their topics through them, helping to make their presentations easily but at a 

high standard. The Students gained both English skills and information literacy.   
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