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Until the beginning of the 21st century, the web was mostly a place to retrieve 
information. Then, around 2004, the web 2.0 new tools allowed common people, 
with no programming skills, to add content to the web, full of interactivity. Schools 
started using web 2.0 in order to reach out and engage with generation Y. Today 
web 2.0 technologies are transforming the ways in which school libraries operate 
and deliver their services in this fast changing online social and collaborative world. 
 
We believe that web 2.0 tools will help us to provide authentic learning experiences 
for students, encouraging creativity, innovation, critical thinking and collaboration, 
promoting the information literacy skills that are required in the 21st century, in 
order to have a positive impact on student’s achievement. 
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School library 2.0 

The web 2.0 tools have redefined the learning landscape as we know it. The ways that 
students today communicate, interact, acquire and share information, search, investigate, and 
participate in the creation and re-mixing of new content, is quite different since last century 
and will clearly have an impact upon the school and the school library, To remain effective in 
the fast-moving world of technological changes, school libraries must change the way that 
services are delivered to users. Scholl libraries must encourage user participation in the 
creation of content providing to their users interactive content to reach out far beyond the 
library building and to engage with an increasingly community of digital learners. School 
library 2.0 makes information available wherever and whenever the user requires, more 
interactive, collaborative, and towards the needs and expectations of today’s students. 

 

The web 2.0 tools in our school library 

Blog: http://lerparacrer.wordpress.com  

Easy to use, easy to stay updated, an appealing look, blogs are great tools for libraries. The 
contents can be sorted by labels, dates, allow comments, and encourages sharing and 
engagement. Our school library blog provides news and announcements, presents collections 
of links for specific topics, supplies lists of new acquisitions, reading lists and book reviews, 
facilitates access to podcasts, slideshows and videos and provide library instructional 
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resources.  We have, since October 2007, more than 200.000 hits, lots of interaction with 
readers, and very positive feedback form ours sutdents 

Social bookmarking: http://www.diigo.com/user/biblionet   

Social bookmarking is a collaborative filtering technology that allows to reduce the quantity 
of information by assessing its relevance and value. Social bookmarking tools enables us to 
quickly collocate web resources into an annotated and tagged (subject catalogued) listing. 
Our social bookmarking website allows users to highlight any part of a webpage and attach 
sticky notes to specific highlights or to a whole page. These annotations can be kept private, 
shared with a group. We have more than 700 bookmarks directly related to the curriculum 
(grades 5 to 9). 

Social network - going where our users are: http://biblioteca21.hi5.com  

In our social network site we share links to the OPAC and to the resources of the digital 
school library, provide resources on information literacy, advertise library collections and 
services, share pictures/music/videos/virtual exhibitions and we use commenting feature to 
ask students to suggest books and videos for the collection. 

Wiki: http://netescola.wikispaces.com  

We use wikis for many different purposes: library and information skills tutorials, reading 
lists, book reviews, etc. 

Podcast 

We use podcast to promote the library and teach information literacy skills. We also provide 
podcasts created by others, searching, classifying and delivering podcasts from other sources.  

IM on the blog 

This form of online communication in the blog http://lerparacrer.wordpress.com allows real-
time interaction through a computer using text. Students use it as an online helpdesk. 

To achieve our vision of school library 2.0 as a powerful learning centre, we believe we 
should improve to reach new users and better serve current ones through improved user-
centred offerings; we should become effective providers of valuable content, building the 
library services that our users need. 
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