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A is for Advocacy provides a framework for library media teachers to consider
the local opportunities they have to influence educational policy and reform. Library
media teachers can build on personal strengths find opportunities at hand and capitalize
on connections. Four main ideas will be developed: the message they want to spread, the
mode in which they want to work, the means by which they can influence others, and how
to build momentum to carry through their work.

The variety of avenues to influence educational policy and reform includes local
site-based reform, teacher action research, networking, and publication.
Through an interactive dialogue, school library teachers will develop a framework for
advancing their influence and advocacy work. Through a reflective dialogue on their
current practice, participants can develop a vision for action and the means by which they
can make pro-active decisions about how to move their advocacy forward.

Policy and Teacher Action Research
“...Implementation problems should be considered when policies are made.
Better policies would result, we are told, if policy makers would think about whether
their decisions could be implemented before they settle on a course of action.” Richard
F. ElImore

“Each stage in the policy cycle offers opportunities for research to inform the
process. Understanding which stage your research can inform will help you determine
your target audience. Understanding which stage you want to influence will help you
design applicable research.” Sheldon Gen, San Francisco State University
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