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Abstract
A school librarian and United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Teacher Fellow addresses the
challenge of teaching 21st century learners about the Holocaust, demonstrating how to enrich
collaborative instruction and library programing through innovative Museum resources. This
paper highlights “History Unfolded,” the Museum’s growing database of WWII era newspapers
promoting historical thinking and media literacy; “Experiencing History,” a primary source digital
learning tool; the availability of Museum exhibitions and supplemental Holocaust projects that can
be successfully implemented by school library practitioners worldwide. As we face a resurgence of
neo-Nazism and increased Anti-Semitism, school librarians can be transformational leaders in
Holocaust education initiatives, encouraging an equitable and inclusive environment in the greater
community.
Introduction
For educators facing the challenge of teaching 21st century learners about the Holocaust, innovative
resources from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) can enrich instruction
and be effectively integrated into meaningful library programing. As Lakeview Schools district
librarian in Battle Creek, Michigan and as a USHMM Teacher Fellow, I have welcomed the
opportunity to work with colleagues so as to bring about enhanced awareness of this key historical
event of the 20th century. I am now glad to share with IASL attendees Holocaust Education and
Remembrance collaborative projects which can be replicated or adapted by other school librarians.

International Association of School Librarianship
https://iasl-online.org

2 Lincoln

Holocaust Education
With anti-Semitism on the rise in the United States and throughout the world, it is important that
students be educated about the Holocaust. A Pew Research Center (2020) survey found that fewer
than half of American adults could answer basic questions such as how many Jews were killed in
the Holocaust or the way Adolf Hitler came to power. We are also entering an era with a dwindling
number of survivors in our midst able to tell their stories (Pike, 2020).
Educators are among those most concerned with confronting the continuing cycle of hatred and
violence from anti-Semitism. Korsen (2019) explained why Holocaust education should be
mandatory, noting that teaching the Holocaust promotes tolerance and acceptance. Nineteen states
currently require Holocaust instruction (USHMM, 2021).
It is also encouraging that legislation is now in place to support Holocaust instruction. The Never
Again Education Act (H.R. 943) was signed into law by President Donald Trump on May 30, 2020.
The bill expands United States Holocaust Memorial Museum education programming, requiring the
museum to develop and nationally disseminate accurate, relevant, and accessible resources to
improve awareness and understanding of the Holocaust. The bill further authorizes various
Holocaust education program activities to engage prospective and current teachers and educational
leaders (Never Again Education Act, 2020; Richman, 2020).

History Unfolded: Project Background
History Unfolded: US Newspapers and the Holocaust is one such USHMM program with great
potential to be used as an engaging instructional resource while allowing school librarians to work
collaboratively with teachers. History Unfolded, in place since 2016, invites library patrons (both
students and adults) to become "citizen historians" and to investigate how their local newspapers
covered Holocaust-related events during the 1930s and 1940s. The information that participants
uncover is being compiled in an online database of US newspaper reporting on the Holocaust from
1933-1946 that the USHMM hopes will shape future scholarship on the topic. Submissions from
citizen historians have also figured into a Museum exhibition on Americans and the Holocaust
which opened in Washington in spring 2018. As of mid-June 2021, some 5,000 History Unfolded
participants had contributed articles published in newspapers located in all 50 states and the District
of Columbia. Submissions included news articles, editorials, letters to the editor, political cartoons,
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and advertisements about 41 different Holocaust-era events that took place in the United States and
Europe. The project seamlessly integrates media literacy into a critical study of history, leveraging
an examination of historical newspapers to better comprehend how Americans understood
information about events in Europe and at home during the Holocaust. Citizen historians are thus
also prepared to think critically about America’s responsibilities in the world today
For educators new to the project, History Unfolded offers free, adaptable lesson plans in English
and Spanish plus supporting materials. A community manager is available for online assistance.
The home page <https://newspapers.ushmm.org> viewed in Figure 1 below provides a convenient
starting point from which to become familiar with History Unfolded resources and site navigation.

Figure 1. History Unfolded home page with notes on site navigation.
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After setting up a user account, participation in History Unfolded is a 3-Step process which includes
Choosing an Event; Looking in a Newspaper and Submitting Research. The first step is to choose
an event from among 41 existing events or key issues related to the Holocaust. Events are displayed
chronologically from the Opening of the Dachau Concentration Camp in 1933 to President Truman
Ordering Quota Preference for DPs in 1945. For each event, a supplemental page of background
information is helpful for framing research. Step 2 involves accessing a newspaper archive available
in one’s locale or from a listing suggested by History Unfolded of some 700+ records for searchable
newspapers. Chronicling America from the Library of Congress is another newspaper source with
World War II era coverage <https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/> In Step 3, the registered History
Unfolded user uploads an article to the database. Figure 2 shows an example of a news item from
the Detroit Jewish News which I submitted for the event FDR Shelters Refugees in Oswego, NY.
News articles have been incorporated into the Americans and the Holocaust exhibition and are
inspiring learners to be passionate about history and to take pride in their involvement in the project.

Figure 2. Example of news item submitted to History Unfolded about refugees in Oswego, NY.
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History Unfolded: School Library Participation
Lakeview High School was fortunate to take part in History Unfolded beginning with the pilot phase
in 2014 & 2015 (Denbo, 2016). Since 2016, Lakeview has participated in the project through World
at War: World War II, an elective in the Social Studies Department. World at War is a blended
learning course taught remotely using Moodle by Lakeview teacher Scott Durham (a doctoral
student at Michigan State University) with students doing their onsite coursework in the Library
under my supervision as school librarian. The Library provides print and electronic resources to
support Holocaust instruction with links to those materials as shown in Figure 3.

Figure 3. Holocaust Resources at Lakeview High School Library
A Holocaust unit has been part of the World at War Moodle course. Using History Unfolded,
students acquire content knowledge, engage in primary source research and develop historical
thinking and media literacy skills. Through an arrangement with Battle Creek’s Willard Public
Library, students access Chronicling Battle Creek, a database of historic local newspapers to
research World War II. A History Unfolded: US Newspapers and the Holocaust guide (Lincoln,
2018) and a Willard Library guide to Chronicling Battle Creek (Lincoln, 2019) help students
through the research process. Students have been encouraged to explore articles on life in Battle
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Creek during this era. Not only have they contributed to the growing Museum database of news
articles, Lakeview students have also shared their reflections in the Battle Creek Enquirer (2015)
following their study of the Holocaust. Figure 4 shows the print version of the newspaper article.

Figure 4. Lakeview students share reflections on the Holocaust as part of History Unfolded unit.
Together with online learning, the onsite or face-to-face portion of a blended course is extremely
important. To enhance this component of World at War, Scott Durham and I have organized
“Research Sprints” for History Unfolded. For example, in 2016, one such multigenerational
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workshop was attended by students, parents and even by grandparents (Figure 5). We arranged for
a live transmission from Washington, DC with input from Holocaust Museum personnel who
provided guidance. The concept of a Research Sprint allows groups of citizen historians to gather
to research one or more History Unfolded events in a specific collection of newspapers. Usually,
sprints are held for a few hours at a library, archive, or historical society where newspaper
collections are readily accessible. Participants meet others who are passionate about historical
research and learning the lessons of the Holocaust. They get to share their experiences with others
during the event and afterwards. The Lakeview HS Workshop/Research Sprint was promoted using
a Google Form signup and flyer which could readily be adapted for use in 2021 (Lincoln, 2016).

Figure 5. Students and parents participate in History Unfolded Research Sprint
Lakeview students also traveled to Michigan State University’s Main Library for a History
Unfolded Research Sprint in October 2017. Scott Durham and I collaborated with Deborah
Margolis, Middle East Studies Librarian and liaison to Jewish Studies at MSU, to organize this
event. Students were first privileged to hear from Kirsten Fermaglich, Associate Professor of
History at MSU, on the structure of newspapers and how newspapers of the World War II era
provide insights into the past. Professor Fermaglich led a discussion on problems and opportunities
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in primary sources, implications of knowledge of unjust events, and the contextualization of those
events. Students learned how to navigate America’s Historical Newspapers database (an academic
library resource not available at Lakeview) and to successfully upload their article findings to the
USHMM site (Diamond, 2017). Feedback following the Research Sprint was generally positive
including these comments from students (D. Margolis, personal communication, October 29, 2017):
I was really fascinated about what Americans knew and saw about the Holocaust. I thought
it was cool that we were able to participate in this exhibit for the Holocaust Museum.
I enjoyed feeling as if I were back in the 30’s and 40’s, finding all this new information for
the first time.
I learned quite a bit from the ads that would go in the papers and how cheap things were,
like milk and stamps. I learned that newspapers had to try to use the font in an article to
make it look more important because there was no color.
I liked how we contributed to research about the Holocaust and could work independently.
The best thing about the field trip was the lecture on what to look for in an old newspaper
because it really helped me with my findings in my papers.
Lakeview students participated in a second MSU Library Research Sprint in October 2018,
contributing additional online and microform articles to the growing History Unfolded database.
They experienced other aspects of college life including a chance to try out MSU’s new Digital
Scholarship Lab (Figure 6).

Figure 6. Lakeview students participate in 2nd History Unfolded Research Sprint at MSU Library
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Building upon the successful MSU Research Sprints, I brought together Battle Creek Hart-DoleInouye Federal Center personnel to find Holocaust era articles using Willard Library resources.
Together with help from our Lakeview students, we created a lobby exhibit of History Unfolded
articles to accompany the Federal Center 2018 Holocaust Remembrance keynote address by
University of Michigan Professor Henry Greenspan. (Figure 7). A psychologist, oral historian and
playwright, Dr. Greenspan spoke at the Federal Center on the topic of "Secrets and Revelations:
From Forty Years of Listening to Holocaust Survivors." Joining Federal Center personnel for the
keynote were several Battle Creek city officials including Mayor Mark Behnke and former State
Representative Kate Segal.

Figure 7. Dr. Henry Greenspan views History Unfolded exhibit (Photo courtesy of John Grap).
Following his Federal Center address, Dr. Greenspan performed REMNANTS, his acclaimed oneman play for some 350 students at Lakeview High School. Students reacted favorably to hearing
Dr. Greenspan speak, remarking "I really liked how the presenter was using stories about real people
and not just talking about the Holocaust in general" (Battle Creek Shopper News, 2018b).
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In addition to History Unfolded, the website for the online exhibition Americans and the Holocaust
<https://exhibitions.ushmm.org/americans-and-the-holocaust> promotes critical thinking about the
American response to the rise of Nazism and the progression of events in World War II. Lakeview
teachers Sheri Skarp and Leah Sleight have used History Unfolded and the exhibition successfully
with students but in a shorter time frame. They’ve created instructional resources appropriate for a
single lesson rather than being incorporated into an entire unit on the Holocaust. Their “Lakeview
HS lessons for Americans and the Holocaust & History Unfolded” are listed in Table 1 below. Mrs.
Skarp had students complete a graphic organizer after touring the online version of Americans and
the Holocaust. A History Unfolded activity from Mrs. Sleight let students use articles already
uploaded to the database. Students looked into the history of their city’s knowledge of the Holocaust
during World War II, offering evidence of a free press reporting to the residents of Battle Creek.
This abbreviated History Unfolded lesson encouraged students to reflect on what the response in
their community should be when persecution and genocide are present in the world (Figure 8).

Figure 8. Lakeview teacher Leah Sleight points out article from Battle Creek Enquirer submitted to
History Unfolded <https://newspapers.ushmm.org/article/20580> by user Margaret L.
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Another collaborative programming option for school librarians to be involved in History Unfolded
and the Americans and the Holocaust exhibition comes from a joint initiative of the American
Library Association (ALA) and USHMM. Through ALA's Public Programs Office, a special library
version of the exhibition in Washington, DC will travel to 50 public and academic libraries from
October 2021 through November 2023 according to an adjusted tour schedule due to closures during
the pandemic <https://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/traveling-exhibitions/americansand-the-holocaust>. The traveling exhibition addresses important themes in American history,
including Americans’ responses to refugees, war and genocide in the 1930s and ‘40s, challenging
commonly held assumptions that Americans knew little and did nothing about the Nazi persecution
and murder of Jews. Libraries selected to host Americans and the Holocaust are responsible for
presenting at least four public programs, events, or activities related to the themes explored in the
exhibition. At least one of the minimum number of programs must be for high school or university
students. As school librarians, it is to our advantage to reach out to these libraries to offer assistance
and in turn, benefit from the valuable resources being brought to communities all over the country.
History Unfolded will be supported through the duration of the touring schedule for Americans and
the Holocaust. Overall favorable evaluation results were reported in a 2020 presentation at the MW
(MuseWeb) conference (Schmalz & Haley Goldman, 2020). Informal data from teachers and
students suggested that History Unfolded has been meeting its education goals. Students often wrote
in a comments box when submitting their articles how fascinating they found the project and even
how interesting they found the hands-on microfilm technology to be. Teachers reported that the
project helped students develop historical research, primary source analysis and media literacy
skills. Teachers further pointed out that while students often struggled and were frustrated by not
being able to immediately or easily find news stories on the Web, History Unfolded gave students
the chance to hone their skills in using original newspapers, microfilmed newspapers, or online
databases to find information. Students were often intrigued to see prices for products, the effect of
the Great Depression and World War II, and how local news took precedence over international
stories about the persecution of Jews. The project was seen as an effective way to teach the
Holocaust and to help clear up misconceptions and myths. With respect to motivation, teachers saw
a strong connection between participation and engagement. They mentioned that students were
often in disbelief or shocked to discover the US Holocaust Memorial Museum wanted their work.
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Looking ahead to the next two years, Eric Schmalz, Citizen History Community Manager for
History Unfolded, has shared a preview of upcoming project developments (E. Schmalz, personal
communication, June 15, 2021).


One enhancement already in place is History Unfolded 's "Explore User Research" page
<https://newspapers.ushmm.org/search?from=global-nav>.

From this page, educators,

students, and other researchers can search by particular newspaper groupings, including
from the Black press, the Jewish press, Spanish-language newspapers, college newspapers,
and Catholic newspapers. Hundreds of full-text articles, stories, editorials and images about
Holocaust-era events between 1933 and 1945 are now available to read, download, and share
with students.


The History Unfolded team will soon make available a new lesson plan focused on helping
students develop their media literacy skills. Students learn what information some college
and university newspapers at the time reported on the Nazi threat, as well as how some
students responded. By analyzing historical headlines and articles, and discussing the media
landscape today, students will be better able to analyze news today.



The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum is continuing its efforts towards diversity,
equity, accessibility and inclusion in its work. The History Unfolded project team is working
to better understand the needs of educators, students, and adults in local communities. The
project team would like to reach diverse audiences as much as possible. If anyone has ideas
or would like to assist in this effort, they are asked to reach out to community manager Eric
Schmalz <eschmalz@ushmm.org>.

Finally, to assist IASL members in getting started with History Unfolded, the project team has
provided access to a recording of a recent February 2021 Teaching With History Unfolded webinar
that was facilitated by Eric Schmalz and David Klevan, Education Outreach Specialist, Education
Initiatives (Klevan & Schmalz, 2021). This professional development resource can be found in
Table 1 along with other Educational Support Materials for using History Unfolded & the
Americans and the Holocaust exhibition. It is hoped that these materials will be beneficial to school
librarians, teacher colleagues and to students as they engage in a study of the events of the 1930s
and 40s, seeking to understand the relevance of the historical context of the Great Depression, the
Holocaust and World War II to our world today.
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Table 1

Educational Support Materials for History Unfolded & Americans and the Holocaust
Resource

URL

Americans and the Holocaust
(exhibition)

https://exhibitions.ushmm.org/americans-and-the-holocaust

Americans and the Holocaust
Teaching Materials

https://www.ushmm.org/teach/teaching-materials/americansand-the-holocaust

Americans and the Holocaust
Tour (39 min. film narrated by
curator Dr. Daniel Greene)

https://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/museumexhibitions/americans-and-the-holocaust/tour

History Unfolded Blog

https://newspapers.ushmm.org/blog

History Unfolded Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/487541611425502/

History Unfolded Lesson Plans

https://newspapers.ushmm.org/about/teacher-resources

History Unfolded Research Tips

https://newspapers.ushmm.org/blog/category/research-aids/

History Unfolded for Rwandan
Genocide

https://dhsuncovershistory.wixsite.com/rwanda

History Unfolded Step by Step
Guide

https://newspapers.ushmm.org/pdf/HUF_Teacher_Step_By_S
tep.pdf

History Unfolded Workshop/
Research Sprint flyer

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LPz3zLz5Ck2yuMDtlbnvLE8sNCehkil/view

How Americans Got Their
News

https://newspapers.ushmm.org/pdf/news_historical_overview.
pdf

How to Find Articles (video)

https://youtu.be/ARLi37l535Q

How to Read Old Newspapers

https://newspapers.ushmm.org/about/scanning-newspapers

Lakeview HS Guide to History
Unfolded site

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LYQaIAdAOoatYjvXQl16va
-4d1rHLDbO/view

Lakeview HS lessons for
Americans and the Holocaust &
History Unfolded

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R5FUbeTVZ3EMI4OR28lD
m4F6RxGzunsm/view

Librarian Research Sprint
packet

https://newspapers.ushmm.org/blog/2017/07/19/how-to-hosta-research-sprint/

Teaching With History
Unfolded (webinar)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sKZTS9fwEKow8dNFx4wZc
01-oM6Re7r0/view?usp=sharing_eil_dm&ts=608979d2

Willard Library Guide to
Chronicling Battle Creek

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUJyZnOObKfODoKzPpVtc
4BhkBxBPXkf/view
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Experiencing History: Holocaust Sources in Context
Moving beyond History Unfolded, another Museum resource of great value to school librarians and
shareable with teacher colleagues is Experiencing History: Holocaust Sources in Context. This
digital tool lets students and teachers study contextualized Jewish primary sources in a customized
learning experience < https://perspectives.ushmm.org/>. Primary sources include artworks, posters,
pamphlets, diaries, personal items, film, video, audio, interviews, letters, literature, poems, songs,
plays, music, oral histories, newspaper articles, newsreels, radio broadcasts, official documents,
reports, legislation, maps, photographs, religious documents, prayers and sermons.. These primary
sources, produced by Jews in response to escalating persecution and genocide, have been carefully
selected and introduced by Holocaust scholars from a variety of disciplines. Content is organized
into three main sections: Jewish Perspectives on the Holocaust; Americans and the Holocaust; and
Everyday Life: Roles, Motives, and Choices During the Holocaust (Figure 9).

Figure 9. Experiencing History providing access to primary source collections.
Although intended for college level, the digital primary source tool can be utilized effectively at the
secondary level by setting up a free account. The "Americans and the Holocaust" section supports
the Museum’s exhibition of the same title and has relevance for US History curriculum. The ability
to search by tag <https://perspectives.ushmm.org/tag> should prove engaging for students. For
example, a variety of primary sources can be found under just the letter "H" using these tags: health
& hygiene, homesickness, hope, humiliation and humor & satire. The digital tool takes an audiencecentered approach, making content readily accessible (Lindamood & Haley Goldman, 2019).
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Museum Exhibitions
While the pandemic has impacted the availability of USHMM traveling exhibitions, options exist
for bringing Museum resources from Washington, DC directly to your community. Poster sets, for
example, based upon previous exhibitions, can be downloaded and printed up so as to create an inhouse exhibition. Poster sets are available at <https://www.ushmm.org/teach/poster-sets> and often
include educational support materials. The sets have been summarized in Table 2.
Table 2.
Poster Sets from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Title

Description

American
Witnesses

The poster set highlights experiences of men and women in the US military who
saw firsthand evidence of Nazi atrocities in April 1945 and includes their oral,
written, and visual testimony. Testimonies of Holocaust survivors liberated by
US military personnel are also part of the poster set.

State of
Deception: The
Power of Nazi
Propaganda

This 16-poster set is available in 16 languages. The posters examine how the
Nazis used propaganda to win broad voter support in Germany’s young
democracy after World War I, implement radical programs under the party’s
dictatorship in the 1930s, and justify war and mass murder.

Some Were
Neighbors

The poster set examines the role of ordinary people during the Holocaust. The
central role of Adolf Hitler and other Nazi leaders is indisputable, but they
depended on countless others. The motives and pressures influencing choices
and behaviors of individuals during the Holocaust are considered.

American
Responses

These posters examine American responses to the persecution and murder of
European Jews, inviting reflection on the role of individuals, organizations and
governments in confronting hatred and mass atrocities.

Early Warning
Signs

These posters investigate the early warning signs that led to the Holocaust.
Reflecting on these events challenge us to consider what might motivate us to
respond to indicators of genocide today.

Justice and
Accountability

The Nuremberg Trials and that of Adolf Eichmann set important precedents and
raised questions about the nature of justice in the face of enormous crimes. The
posters focus on documentation of crimes, the trials & legacy of justice.

Liberation

The US soldiers who helped defeat Nazi Germany and liberate the concentration
camps were among the first eyewitnesses to the Holocaust. Remembering their
stories of freedom inspires us to promote human dignity and confront hatred
whenever and wherever it occurs.

Rescue

These posters tell the stories of ordinary people who chose to intervene and help
rescue Jews, despite the risks.
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Holocaust Projects
The preceding sections of this paper have highlighted USHMM Holocaust educational resources
such as History Unfolded, Experiencing History and the availability of Museum exhibitions. How
can we, as school librarians, best utilize these valuable materials in supporting instruction and in
developing meaningful programs? A consideration of additional resources and a review of past
Holocaust projects may be of help.
Over the years, Battle Creek, Michigan has been grateful for the opportunity to bring USHMM
exhibitions to our community, hosting Oskar Schindler and Life in Shadows: Hidden Children and
the Holocaust and developing educational outreach for area students and adults (Lincoln, 2003,
2006). We also brought Holocaust survivor, historian and author Gerda Weissmann Klein to Battle
Creek to speak at the W.K. Kellogg Auditorium to 1900 Michigan students, arranging for an online
blog discussion of her memoir All But My Life (Lincoln, 2007). Funding from the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation helped make these programs possible.
In recent years, we have similarly appreciated support for projects as provided by the Ravitz
Foundation of the Michigan Jewish Conference. For example, Scroll of Remembrance, an exhibit
by Ann Arbor based Holocaust survivor and artist Dr. Miriam Brysk illustrating a liturgical text,
was shown at the Battle Creek Art Center in May 2014. As part of the project, an Echoes &
Reflections <https://echoesandreflections.org/> professional development workshop for 52
educators from all over Michigan, was conducted by a facilitator from the International School for
Holocaust Studies of Yad Vashem in Jerusalem who came to Lakeview High School. Yad Vashem
is the World Holocaust Remembrance Center (Hinkley, 2014).
A 2016 Holocaust Remembrance project, with Ravitz support, brought BESA: A Code of Honor to
the Battle Creek Art Center. This traveling exhibition from the American Society for Yad Vashem
told the story Jews rescued by Muslim Albanians during the Holocaust and included an in-person
lecture by Dr. Marlene Yahalom. A companion exhibition at the Art Center highlighted the actions
of current Battle Creek residents who had positively impacted the community. A professional
development offering was again held for teachers as a live webinar, transmitted from the
International School for Holocaust Studies in Israel and titled "Righteous Among the Nations: An
Online Enhanced Learning Opportunity from Yad Vashem" (Fitzpatrick, 2016; Sulser, 2016).
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For Holocaust Remembrance 2017, Lakeview HS Library organized a series of scholar in residence
lectures by New York Times international investigative author Edwin Black who spoke in Flint,
Kalamazoo, Battle Creek and Grand Rapids, including appearances at the Battle Creek Hart-DoleInouye Federal Center and the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library & Museum. At Lakeview High
School, Mr. Black presented “From Holocaust History to Today’s Headlines--An Insider Briefing
for Students & Faculty," focusing on Holocaust Remembrance but also connecting World War II
history to our own era and to challenges faced by marginalized community groups (Sulser, 2017).
The 2018 school year saw several noteworthy Holocaust projects take place including the
previously mentioned presentations by University of Michigan Professor Henry Greenspan (Battle
Creek Shopper News, 2018b). A grant from the Calhoun Intermediate School District awarded to
Lakeview HS Library allowed all 10th grade English classes (360 students) to attend in January
2018 one of six interactive presentations given by acclaimed professional storyteller and second
generation Holocaust survivor Judy Sima, titled “History Alive: Capturing the ‘Story’ Behind the
Facts.” Ms. Sima offered an evening presentation to area adults with support of Willard Library
(Battle Creek Shopper News, 2018a).
Also in February 2018, Lakeview students participated in Chapman University’s 19th Annual
Holocaust Art and Writing Contest, viewing a survivor’s video testimony and responding to
prompts in divisions of art, film, poetry or prose. The Library provided print and online resources
to support the project and was proud to learn that students Gwendolyn Trautman and Lauren Helner
were awarded second place prize in the film category < https://youtu.be/V9Ru9t4C7fg>. Their entry
“All It Takes” about survivor Sonia Tebrich was even filmed in the library Some 7000 students
representing 255 schools from 31 states and 8 foreign countries entered the contest. The Battle
Creek Enquirer ran a front page feature article about the girls’ accomplishments (Hernandez, 2018).
In 2019, Battle Creek was privileged to have Holocaust survivors Irene Miller and Irene Butter (two
Michiganders, both named Irene) visit our community for Days of Remembrance. Lakeview High
School Library again collaborated with the Hart-Dole-Inouye Federal Center to have Mrs. Miller
give a keynote address. The Library, partnering with Temple Beth El, was the recipient of a Ravitz
Foundation grant which allowed Dr. Butter to speak to over 300 Lakeview students and to offer a
Lunch & Learn session at Willard Public Library (Battle Creek Shopper News, 2019).
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In conjunction with Dr. Butter’s visit, Lakeview students were challenged to create a mini social
action project. Proposed projects would benefit the community and would reflect Dr. Butter’s
message of the importance of standing up, taking action as opposed to being a bystander. A special
one-time ‘Never a Bystander’ grant was set up, funded by fine money collected by LHS Library
during 'March is Reading Month' and 'April is School Library Month' along with donations from
Lakeview staff and community members. The 2019 ‘Never a Bystander’ grant recipient (announced
during Dr. Butter’s talk at Lakeview) was Abigail Caswell. Abigail's project has allowed for
creation of an Irene Butter Collection to be placed in all four Battle Creek area city high schools.
The set of books is meant to inspire young adults to take action in the face of adversity and to
encourage literacy in order to keep the stories of others alive. Each book has a story or truth that is
unique, emotional, and provoking, meant to uphold the legacy of Dr. Butter for her courage
(Lincoln, 2020).
For the 2019-20 school year, building upon the positive outcomes of these past Holocaust projects,
Lakeview High School library joined with Battle Creek’s Kellogg Community College Morris
Library to embark on a collaborative endeavor titled “Remembrance in Action: Responding to the
Holocaust in Today’s Battle Creek.” Although the project was put on hold due to COVID-19, events
are scheduled to resume in the upcoming school year. In spring 2022, the Battle Creek Art Center
will host the Detroit Jewish News Foundation’s exhibit “The Holocaust Unfolds” (Chessler, 2018)
and will also display the USHMM poster set “Some Were Neighbors."
To support school library colleagues in planning Holocaust education initiatives, Table 3 below
provides contact information for individuals mentioned in this paper who contributed to Holocaust
Remembrance projects in Battle Creek, Michigan and who could assist with events in other locales.
In addition, the Association of Holocaust Organizations (AHO) is an international network for the
advancement of Holocaust education, remembrance and research. Through AHO, you can reach out
to 370 member organizations around the world <https://ahoinfo.org/>. During the period of school
closings due to the pandemic, I also continued to provide critical services and instructional support
for students, focusing on gathering Holocaust materials. A resource list that I created and shared
via ALA Connect and the AASL Member Forum proved helpful for those librarians and educators
organizing virtual Holocaust Remembrance observances. The list would be useful for planning
events in the upcoming year (Lincoln, 2021a).
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Table 3
Holocaust Remembrance Programs
Name

Background

Contact

Edwin Black

NY Times investigative reporter

https://edwinblack.com/

Dr. Miriam Brysk

Holocaust survivor, artist, scientist,
author

https://www.miriambrysk.com/

Dr. Irene Butter

Holocaust survivor, professor, peace http://www.irenebutter.com/
activist, author

Dr. Henry Greenspan

Historian, psychologist, playwright

http://www.henrygreenspan.com/

Irene Miller

Holocaust survivor, author

http://www.irenemillerspeaker.com/

Judy Sima

Storyteller, author, teaching artist

https://judysima.com/

Dr. Marlene Yahalom Director of Education, the American https://www.yadvashemusa.org/
Society for Yad Vashem
Conclusion
When we consider current political realities and social unrest, the need to educate both students and
adults about the significance of the Holocaust becomes clear. The Anti-Defamation League (ADL)
recorded 2,024 anti-Semitic incidents in the United States in 2020, the third highest on record since
ADL began tracking such incidents in 1979 (ADL, 2020). In my own community, incidents of antiSemitism, openly reported in the Battle Creek Enquirer underscore the importance of bringing an
awareness to the Holocaust to people of all ages (Figure 10). Two documented acts of vandalism
were committed against Temple Beth El in the last two years (Christensen, 2019). A Nazi flag was
raised on the premises of an elementary school building in the Lakeview District (Buckley, 2019).
As school librarians, we are determined to encourage an equitable and inclusive environment in the
greater community. Teaching about events of the Holocaust raises awareness of our responsibility
to take a stand against prejudice, discrimination, and injustice and to protect and care for others.
We also offer sincerest thanks to Irene Butter who has recorded a personal greeting and shares
inspiring remarks for school librarians attending IASL 2021 (Figure 11).
Let us not forget Dr. Butter’s powerful message of “Never a Bystander” which remains an enduring
lesson of the Holocaust and a promising guideline for action in our world today.
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Figure 10. Incidents of anti-Semitism reported in the Battle Creek Enquirer

Figure 11. Holocaust survivor Dr. Irene Butter greets IASL attendees <https://youtu.be/DfequpchqeY>
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