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Translation as Co-creation with the Author

Leilei Chen
University of Alberta

When Ruth DyckFehderau—my colleague in the Department of English and Film Studies who was
also my mentor for the Borderlines Writers Circle Program in 2017-2018—told me that she had just
published a collection of short nonfiction stories about (and commissioned by) the James Bay Cree, 1
couldn’t wait to read the book. I came to Canada in 2004 and later became a citizen, yet the country’s
First Nations always remained a mystery to me. The limited number of poems and stories I taught here
and there in junior English literature courses, and the museums I visited where the indigenous peoples
were mostly portrayed as “prehistoric,” urged me to learn more about Canada’s colonial past. The Sweet
Bloods of Eeyou Istchee: Stories of Diabetes and the James Bay Cree contains real-life narratives told to the writer
by people living on that territory. This “Talking Circle in print” (n.p.) as DyckFehderau calls it in her
translation permission letter, was bound to satisfy my intellectual curiosity. And it did.

In particular, the aesthetics of “The Story of Maggie Happyjack and Simon Etapp of
Waswanipi” piqued my interest and made me want to translate it into Chinese. Maggie and Simon’s
story—Ilike others in The Sweet Bloods collection—does not have an exciting plot. Instead, the calm,
steady unfolding of the life stories of Simon and Maggie reminds me of the slow, rhythmic sound of
spinning yarn. Its peaceful tone— contrasted by the violence of residential schools and the tragic
diabetic aftermath—renders the story strangely powerful. I hope Chinese language readers will feel the
same aesthetic complexity in my translation. In the future I would like to translate the whole book, as
I believe Chinese Canadians would benefit from knowing stories that subvert and complicate the
pejorative stereotypes about First Nations that many Canadians falsely assume to be true. This includes
Chinese-language readers in China and around the world. Translating The Sweet Bloods has become, for
me, an emotional and ethical imperative.

Through the process of translating “The Story of Maggie Happyjack and Simon Etapp of
Waswanipi,” I witnessed the creative nature of literary translation which seems yet to be fully
recognized. The theory of translation ethics emphasizes loyalty to the source text (Dingwaney 72;
Venuti 17; Chen 64), but in reality, the translator must make the target text appeal to its readers in
order to give it new life. The vitality of the translated version depends on its readability—its tactful
and thoughtful breaking free from the confines of the linguistic structure of the original. My translation
of the story aims to achieve this artistic goal while still maintaining “the integrity of the source culture”
(Morgenstern-Clarren, n.p.). In the end, I feel as though I were the author of a Chinese story that
happens to be entitlted, “Maggie and Simon”. The words are mine, but the rhythms belong to
DyckFehderau. It’s “a kind of co-creation” (Moore, n.p.).
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Chinese translation of “The Story of Maggie Happyjack and Simon Etapp of
Waswanipi” in The Sweet Bloods of Eeyou Istchee: Stories of Diabetes and the
James Bay Cree

FIHIB R P RAVE SR

REDENEEMAANKE, BIIERItEAMEFERE (Waswanip) /M5
A, BYUTSHE. OLSEONE DENARNEARERN, REGNEREE
BIRNERIHS, BITMERSREE, SHEESESEBIEENE (ames
Bay) £Z0, RARMESMLEST,

FRIBIEFR, WEMTLBMITARIE, MERMEFEE (Mistissini) IR
fiEAE R E CER. EERMRAUEMREFR, WERHLT T, ENHERREIS
RE, HHNESSBEMNEMREMHARNANMBEER L, TEASE, BMAEMAYCH
WX EET . ASOIEMIERRER, MRNAMEREIRE, REMt, HMNBELES
RARZEARB/NONE, SEMMNRESE, FNFFZIG (Sault Ste. Marie) HIHT
K5 (Shingwauk) TEFK, MINREEEGERRNY, EFREBIBMAIXEIRE, Wt
BARNT, iR, WEERTNEBXRET, EIASHFEN, ) FENE, BE
REFHXEELBMIERE TR,

WXL FLHHB R, FoREDAIENMT, REEARERIFRBEAK, it
MEMBRNBZ—EEE-NMEERZK. FERESNEFNRFTLEEE, KRB
THEEEE L, ENABEIREK, —PUHREGRIRA, XEXN, ERER TN &5
—MEERM, RELEEIMEmAVELS, HAEKNMNRE, HILNAER—FFHHIK
TIREIEH, EEENZE, ARNESBBER T, BBEHRTER, SENEREEF
A, BEEBRIr THHE, ZEEERMBHA—MINEER —BNLHEE-—PIEBIL
IREEENMT, ARITFRER, MBrkaf I EIEEBE T,

F—XR, ARTMKENEARSHEDT, MEEEFTB, tEH THheE, —EB
FmEzaE, BT, MEFINMEEIIESE, BEMNFLLAMAKRERM T 2, A
[FiLBRIEERE, MERIL, EA=NEEE, wEERLEETEE,

FEEIEMERMA, MITARER, T2AE ORBAFEIE=2F—
REAKRE, BXASEKR, XRA—HF, MR ORET2EE T, RRBF THENS
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i, EXRER LT EAREYE, ARFIXRIER, FHEIN, X $FIRim, EFSHT
S, EFRIHTERN—YHRE N, —PREESY LEFEM, XoEa, KTNEDE
b, REMBHEEM, XIEMXREITR, STcE, SdEN, SERER, *EFKR
£, EEMBRIIRE,

FSRER LSS, TEENEYESFEM, AERER TIRE%, MEEX
T, ARz TR,

RARZNATHFLRMEER R B SFY, EMXGERE,

R BULARREE RNE, RJLELE, HEREFHIIBMEIH=1FEE
(Brantford) HYRJET (Mohawk) FREHFBEFR, MEEMERERERE, FIENLEX
FHAMBH=FEERRE T, BEMEAREN—BRIHR (Anglican) FEFRK,
BENMA—EEEFILE, RKEABZRRELET, REETHZRRENXTFEIRER
B, BEZE&TFIREUEMBERREIER, RERERNZTM 19 T 20 FREMBEEN
=RERE, REREESE, —BAZFLCRRED AEER T, ARMMBIIHHE, mD
BRI BB — U BOXE IR EM N ZRNREA,

BIERMERNZET R, ik BEEINE, RERBXE, /1FEFEIES
IR, BMMEZ HIBLF” (Mush Hole) XPMABHMRERNTEAN, FTHIZMIIER
& T TR, FTHeHETE,

BINIEIE, REMNE—GEREX RN BEEREE, BIREMHRH kX (J1
Fla, Z—PHBHLEXRT) , ARBBMREETANES, MEEMGIESEKSR, N
NEH, B-CHXKERTEHR—1T, NFE—CBER— TS &BE, BEE, A
FREHL R, MEMEL, REhshFE, MR NMEY, EAREX, NXR
A AR ERIBA I E B RIR 2 M, X TR SIE R AT/ T,

i RBENBE —_HEEN A - BREMEME N —#, #E TEFENR,
BBMAR, EAEMEHMIOER, #MEP) 7k, I, BIEARER, wNEREY
T—PEX, REMNEYRAR. FLICT THNSSHNESE, REt E T8 —%,
BinEEABFUEFPL, BAFEINANMNSEEG, BRE 7 ESHEIRIVITE—
—[RIZIEZMERA S DR E, MHEETERS, AMHREHRIET,
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MIBH=FREE G P M IR, EARENEYRERLT . BikeM
MEREEIEMCFREFR, weEBZIEREFN, TENMNSZSRIEL, "EMANH
W F B REAE T HNH R, RTFKREEERN, HHRR—ER, BR—1HKRIE
EkE, REFEH/LT, CREROXREFSER, REXERTHNE, BETHEM
2HRA, EUAO, BMEEEmNARAMIIEIAGE, GREESEX BEEATXE, FHM
HEeRAHRMNE—R)L, BRER—RIEAELT R, BN ZMIIRERMET GRS
RS ERARE— il EEAESE ERNER — B EBERE, ARERENKRAER
FAZERY, ARRERESERIN, XIEZAMHMES RLBRBE—HFNERA, &
BRI, B =JLBEER,

me, EMzESIETHILEXT@ER, FeE8RE, REFELF, #T1IA
B, EEMIIES B CIBMMIIZTE, ak], MARWITRIEMIFTEIMET X,
MBENAE HMWOZFEE—&, "8, IS AZrs T AERRTE, B8
ERNAESHETE, RAMMXEEAES, MNSEERATINERS. EENNE, 35
RAHMEZFRER, BN, 8NEEY, SBEXRIRERR, 2E, MEXTELE
o, TIFHER T, MAIXBIERMEIE, 08T XEEHR, SRERTRME,

HIRTRNE LR TFEIMEFAN, sEFLAMIRESE, NERAMIE T —
—REZNBZFEBZRANMAMNMREIRENRE, BERBEFITEMI—MERNBELGAR
MBIEZFREZT, RITAZ, BEBRERSFR D, —DeFEX —ICHFRERTT, ZFTHHH
ABPEENEESR, BTN FENEMHSRECSSLEMNES, LEZEMK,
NERNREHAT, DPRESDENNET, TIRAKITA, BEEBEMRRT, —if
MAR), BRI —MERE, ST, SERKLEETHE—FRRNANF, T
FARSE—PEFHEHNE, X LM, PUEZTFLE, ERFRERNEKKLE—BX—B
T, AREYT, RERABMSRINAMF EN—REBEEKERE, LIMREF, Bk
®YT, BERAMIR T 2GR R NIEEIZRER T w EEET 2R E EIE S NE,
HH—RBF], BRANMSKERHET, MEELEN LR T —1PFERZ, ETHRIEAL,
BRERBER. AANFMERXMEE-—EERE, BN, RRKSE—NNBEIVNLZ
RIECEE, EMECHRE, R HSRUES kL, 2 THeL, MREEs
BTN —ITITIREERE S, RA—IDETHRRUEE, SPAZAERSIFTEXT
HET7, XEMNZ—IPMETER.
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EEXREERRIEMEFOBRAKE, ZFH], —PFRARIINEEREFA,
E— M FHEATEGLRI R £, BRERRMT, TFNFEREHEARKE £ SLINRY
BRE, BXFE—PDREBTRT, BENARKEXFENEZER, XE2MIIRAKMA
R,

ARB R EREM+—SHNE, B 7TEROMRE, —PIXBEXZE. KEXFH
BER—2PHEE —XWEARNMERMZE—PIETT, BEXMEERE, KR—
MRBHER, BEETRNLR, ARNERMSGEREE, BREAKAT, —TEHZ
&, MHEXFHNEMZ (Six Nations Clinic) , MBAIEREITHK T,

REARGBHARR, REMZNELAENERESHMAERER, il
2E8xID), REHAMIELX, REEGEIH=KEEN—PhEER, XRERD ST
WE, BEMPLMEEXEMAIRE, BREFEHFE, IREwHAO, KRt
IBRMIEBMES LR, (NHME, M1 MhEIIEET (Amos) NERKERE,
A, RREEOAONET, ARBMEIRT., KETm, WXEE TR,

FEEMMR XM T RERENE, ARAREFH A ™MEHATREZH, &
NETIEEFERBA, AN, MIEESANANTESNAXENFHMA, BLXR
RIVFRNEERZTFERBGAT, BN TEMEFNRENE, THRTRAFHNET
FUEE, MRIRNFRINETERER, TREERKEA, URENIE L ENR
%o AL, MMAEREREXERN. FRENNEZT, EEEMFEEREXEEF,

ISR 10 SRR, EARE—EFD 125 Bik s 5#HE, B—EFIERS 12
T, BILRHLBAMBITESRR, ESENRELRE, RIE-—RUENTFESRE
3k, MIBleERIR T, —EHMERENZFIIERIREICE, WL NEFEFERE,
WXL TR, AEDELEHERETLNERMIESREENS AIBEEIE,

ZELGE, BT 2010 F, FRERETHERE HEEAREG=HREES
mFhRAITHE, FHRENTHRAREL, BEREFRZTHEFREM, =FEN
M RRERENE RN REF TR, FE— DT RIR, MU, R T, =%
e RICERIR 77, HFMARMNEZMERTR, WIZANE, FREFNTR
JCVFIB ISR % F BB 3R AV,
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MBEERT, BFETEFE, AP REEXBECHEFTEERTY, #i1%%
LOMEEENZRTEERZTAERL. BENEESBBMNGS S ERNRRBRERNE
T SANEMRINEZER, BiIBAE, REZXFIAEHRE, BIRREATELE
T—EREERERNTE, S20\A, BiEgEIMBITRERS, Wixk<EFEE,

SERARRILNEZFRBEMT), BBEEESE, twiINELE, KERBINIXEFLT
B ? MV E LB RIREMNZFRHNBLESZRE ? HF BT LG, XE#HK
EAG, NTERRERN—EHH AR, ISR BRNE TEREKEE, B
BE M.

AXREEZBRONELRER TRM, BLetEsilE. ERIFALIRELET
4, BEkE8sN—RBREEERS, WBUE, RENSSFANET. EEMWELER,
LRTEEMEISEIE, WETEBRMT, BERNSX, BN LIBBRRERR B EE
Ko RETREEMINIAERIEE.,

HX, ARNESDBHRT THERKE, EREERE T HESrONE, BltbiBns
TOMR, FERALREE, FRMMPAEFMT ATLEREN, EE2XRT, i)
ELBEARET., Z2FUE, AXNUTERK  BNRXERERN TRABNER,
Bhfb )i B SHIEIRIE A R,

MEERF IHNNNEENER, H—EESNREFF, REREMNE,
M FRBEFEZMEM, MEMLEREMIR, MIEL AR, MEHEHN. 25—8
BT FERE. REETCHEEFERE, MAETRERE., trNEER R,
B—NMEIENZDBENZIKY. BNETHRA, MOBNERT IEE (AR
BEMSHBELAKRB) . Bk, MACECHMIAIFERE— N IZREHE,

BE—&F, WEkin, ARXKEEERMERE, MEETEAER (LaTuque) HI—
B, BME—AHFEIR, HIEEEM, MEEREME, BXERER, BEL
RERFHRFS T, HEEUEE, NERT BE—AEENFR, ZFIIEEERZEM]
FRNRMZINRIR, M LMSlFl. REMEHLUE, 10 /R, MARRAREH
BRI, 7 [tpiiEksitEsE, ANRRAEIEAFERIAVED), AR, %
B, K. ER, BERZREZKEEH,. KARREEBEAR, &GS HKK
1B, IERBBEEMZEERET ., KENTHBKETKERT, KIDJLVFHEXT, 1
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MEARAEZREE, H#B AR EZEEEIBMIIMERIRAFSIBR, #HIIRKFZ
=, BEIEEBEABRTEO,

PISRAEXFRIMIR R AM L, 1966 F, MWERZMARPILFRTRGAR, RS
“FERESHRNS, FEK, 1967 F, MHEIRLKE, MNRRZIARBEFTEFKR
BEUROBEFGARE, BXEHRENZHEEBHFENE, BRAtxERLES
WRZ M, THRFEH—RI/L. BFRKEFNETEETIH, BEAREERE
%EWW%E?@T%%%W%@?&,%ﬁﬁ@ﬁ%% A5,

BIERE R B LIRIEF T, X EELIE=X (Rouyn-noranda) EHZFE, L ZE
BHHRELT, HMFAERNRADT, EEHEFEFREAF-FLRNF, mME, &
A TILZFHEFNEIT, WwEBZRIIE, B2, SXEAGME, TREEW
M&EH, TERBNEY. SENEMANEENF IS, MAGIRE, WRIEEXE
—FIF T RER, FI—FFIXWTI,

BIEMARNENEAMITERSRN, WIS ESEREMNE

4m gL\l ew
% <
B
112
%

o 1B, 7

A, AERIEAEMERXENZNTemEIMER ? 58 AEEHERREE ?
%%%Wi%ﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬂ+¢%N@WEoE@ﬁ@%%ﬁ%x%?i EfEEN=+
F, WM ABBIELRFAR, EEMNBRNER, AREL£ILHARESENRHE
BteflE, UUTREI/NHREESHTNG = REERER BT TRANIE L. Bk
FIBRERZITN, BEARE, XAEMMAREREERNCE, CREFRER T, X
SHh=FEETREE, BEBENTTRHNERFNGE - +FLUETNICRBMER T, X
BB, ARMEMFEIRFERNRD 7.

Am, AREh=NERERKE LEZFBITN—RER ; BIEEOXE MR
LRI, BRETRLR (valdor) ERT, PR Z /REERHRZ AR S = 2 Rt X,
I NERERIEIL, MIBEFBRMARTENAEER, EFMITEXEFHIC
Fo

Brive o), EEBH LR, E%?ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ%?ﬂ&jﬁ*E%E¥ﬂ¥ﬂ¢ﬁE@ﬁﬂﬁiA&ﬁﬂﬂ]E@éEﬁ%qﬂ
=k, EERBECVEZZFKEMRMA], BEAEREESEERTHINE, — T
RE T H L ARFIBRYR ,ﬁxﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁi,K&@ﬁt@ﬁﬁ

AWEE, MEEFRXIE—YET], 5—1BX, S, WrMBEM 125
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/

7, WwERE B CBRENEE, TEBPLEFMNAGHNES BREGEFLERE, E
R LN, XEE—F, FERRKONE, SFERZNEH, FRE EE
Wiz, AR, LEHPEft K,

AXHERBENEmARENENTES, FEREA FTIRHEEESTT, AR
REtr, BRAAREXRNBNBE—R, ARXNBIRE, tiltE—kENzhiR)L—
— B ERERMNBROA, BIEATEMFICICREA Y, XTBRemRSiEAR
RiX, MRIBAME—E, B, 1LMZMEd X% R EBRRE, ST 5E,
XBE—MER. ZENTIE.

ARCABE=FEHXILHRT, BHEERRKSTERZZAF, 28K K, XK
THE, BRSBTS, OWESLMPRETHR, UBNRE, RAEOHXIETE, X4
GAE, —XRE, ARERAE, HRESEMZTMBINSEY IR, REULBIEFR
BROITE, MRIEZART M, IMBIEEELES, EHWAE T JLFREDRMEE
BRI DRE, BRMEKRE—REERTHE, MWBLUE, BRTHEERRIIFHFHEE
1,

FHELLE, —E—BX —EMITEM, BNTERNERE, MR, Mk
X

[k, ARHEARROMEREML, 20 4 80 FAXR, ARM—PRAANFE
TuBENEEMR S, MF LT, ETECDMITE, MREXLK, MERXERRE
AP OE, —RILAREKET, MEEBLERT L, AIMWEASSHHRNGE, &
RMEERZUTEIRAY, 205 MISe—HX —BRRTRERMAIEE, HHRAFEERT
WEERHE, FEMRLX, ARBERRZERNES SN, MELWE 7XMER,
B 7 —&£tas, REEFM, 105 TEKRE. BITERNRE ARMNFLREET
2y, PErEEMRMER, WEIBWE. MREBEK T,

TERN—PER, BE ARMBIINZIL. IFIRNEBAER, HhFEZ
REHE, BREFEFSHEHENMNESHNG, ERILBREZFNFLIRKINBEREE
B, TEmGwE 7m, AAHMAELER 36, METNMZE 120 £H, BiETER
M, MZARIFELMEEFBETER AT, AP T EMRE L RE BIF E k2 [
Hr, tEERBEMN 7T =128, M)A ESR, LURSHNMAERKY, EBRTA,
EEERM, WEEMTEVRFA, REE-—XNESHFN, BIRMNEMDES THEKRRE,
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st AR — B R IE TR, EMMRRIIRE. RRITETBLZE, B
AR T B AL R RIBE

IEARK KR E E 22 TINHNITE, WE, MiltE L TITEMNREESRH
R, XEAESBHEERY), ZOF0, MINNRKACEREZHEHANRE,
—Ae =R, MIERE LI EEEGIIIRERELGT T ;s NRXEASIFMIIE
HNRESEEMBRMEIIREE, ARENEH, FLRAELETMHLER, tBRACSF—
—EH. EEBE. SIERFEEEZTI, MENEIHRI P, BEEEMRE, hE
FREERFBEA. BB +TAFELUE, BREBEHRLE TRRE, BRENXMEESR
BRr T, N RXBTREES, WRET4ER, NBEREKIEXGE, w12
BIRRERFITFENEZ T, MIEBEZEBCHRE, EFECNEE, MBI,

R RERES LAE, RRMEMNMEIEE, EFALREEANRE L1TE, WK
EMMIRBAERNMEKFERFEE, ARMIRILKS, tYRENERHITHIEXR
5, HEZILMIMEA SR, BFSLE, BNESITHERRNRZETNS, XLR
YL REENTEH, CEFRN, ARNBYERRE, MiZieEMER, B
ROABERE, RARARE, EREMARN, RILtmEAS, AKX, 5. I
R MAERE, FENB, MWEELEHRC, WEMRBESEERR 8 A M
FERE I RAE R RS ERIEITER T, AKSFERENEZFIRAE. GF
WENESEXTEYINE SR, ) BEEREREC—REEHETHRHRER, AXR—
Oz, MEEFSTEES, XHEEC—NRE TNMES. RE, BALelETsE
B, A EERENASE, BELIE TR ENSeRIMNENEERNEYTE ? R
) BEEF RIS, N TERASHNE, ART SEX—REH SRR
W, BIEtEENTR, MWAEEINF NG X TRRBIRERRENAIR, MR
MR, REMX B DRIBLME, BN, —REFHRET AT ERR.

BREMARETNHEFR, MNENNEESZBARTERR. BELEIRN. 7
ERENFEBEEREL, 2004 F, H=FRERERFhSFEFRNEKEFERT —
MEL, ERH=FEE, MIEERRZIAEEMRRIM, EmtIERENES
B, XEMIFEMEMAESE,
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BEA-—BHEFELLE, &R THENM, wIATETEERE, EENER
EITIAMIREI—%, smE T, BIRAART 7 F, HiUAE, OB, X —
RETEES. BEMRTZE,

BEI A, —SFEEEMAKBKR TR, AEXE, BREGETTSEE—
B ERE, AREEEER ; AXE, BEMNFREELITERM ; ERE, ARE
HEBRILE, "MSTEN®, 8—1A%, 58— 1ERE, WMiLtiIBeRihliaTehe
RO, BEMBA L THRTFEINERNES, FREEEE LEE — M X— RS
EMNEF, PBHEARNRWANEGT, ERERFERZIH. EXFENXTFET,
ARG | " — P ERTHEELREFEE, LTEEET, FETHEZERNRETMWAE
B, OREE, BEOEHEER, ZEREEOERNRESNIETE,

EEADPAR, WIRETRBLEEBEZNNBENMEREFSMBHIA, “HRIE
KIRFAER, "k, BRMARRER, WIEIR, REAESMERSHRE,
BER— PRI EZENA, BEN—RHENDABR, BEIRSETBEEEILER
fiE,

BIEEM AR NREIRTHENE, MIREIZRENT 5 —NRE, WIIZRIFER
LA GREERBIIA. TNERARLEEEBEMIRIR—MIEEHERFRIC
F, WRHMNRAEELEICE, REMMWILTFTH, BRANARNEIREN T i)
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